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Cross

CURRENTS

KNOW THE NAME
Names contain meaning. Even
though our culture o en focuses
more on a name’s sound, we s ll
recognize that names contain
meaning.
The founders of Living Water
recognized that, too, twenty-ﬁve
years ago when a name was
selected for a WELS mission in
Wind Lake, Wisconsin. The name
for the congrega on was chosen as
Living Water, and the choice was
explained by the fact that Living
Water contains geographic, biblical,
and confessional meaning.
Let’s unpack that. The geographic
meaning is clear. The Wind Lake
area is alive with ac vity yearround because of the abundant
water on the local lakes and the
Fox River just to our west. The
biblical meaning is pre y obvious,
too. Jesus twice talks about living
water in John’s Gospel, and the
mo f of life-giving water ﬂows
throughout both Old and New
Testaments, beginning to end.

But what does it mean that our
congrega on’s name is
“confessional”? It means that it
gives a nod to the confessions of
the Lutheran church. The Lutheran
church’s confessions (or statements
of faith) stress that God wants to
give us his grace freely, and he has
chosen to give his grace freely
through Word and sacrament. So,
as our congrega on focuses on
God’s living water of forgiveness,
life, and salva on, we also focus on
the ways he gives us that—through
Word and sacrament.

Not to us, LORD, not
to us
but to your
name be the
glory,
because of your
love and

faithfulness.
—Psalm 115:1 (NIV)

Thus, our twenty-ﬁ h anniversary
celebra on is really about giving
glory to God. Or, as the psalmist
said above, we are giving glory to
God’s name. Which name is that?
In Psalm 115, the writer focuses
especially on the name “the LORD.”
What meaning does that name
LORD contain? The psalmist tells
you at the end of the verse. The
LORD is a name that means God is
loving and faithful. The psalmist
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associates those to the name
“the LORD” because that’s
the meaning God himself
gave that name. Explicitly in
Exodus 34:6, but also
implicitly throughout many
other Old Testament
accounts, God teaches that
the LORD invokes the
understanding that God is
“the compassionate and
gracious God, slow to
anger, abounding in love and
faithfulness.”
Of course, God’s love and
faithfulness are primarily
seen in the way he kept his
promises of forgiveness, life,
and salva on in Jesus Christ.
That’s why we give him the
glory, the fame, the honor,
and the thanks.
Living Water was not started
twenty-ﬁve years ago in
order that a small group of
Chris ans might make a
name for themselves in
western Racine County. It
was about ge ng to know
the saving name of their God
be er and helping their
neighbors get to know it,
too. May that be the purpose
of Living Water today and in
the future.
Giving God the glory with
you,
Pastor Voss

SITE COMMITTEE PRESENTATION
On Sunday, August 28, there was a
presenta on by Mr. Paul Barribeau
of Groth Design Group. He
presented the Site Plan for our
facility. Over 50 individuals
a ended the presenta on.
Over the past several months, Mr.
Barribeau worked with the Site
Commi ee to develop a plan for
how we might use our building to
facilitate ministry. The Site
Commi ee used the Mission
Statement, the Core Values, and the
proposed Vision Statement to help
guide discussions. These statements
outline the values who are at the
core of who we are as a
congrega on and aspects of
ministry that we want to con nue
or to expand as we share the pure
gospel in Word and sacrament to
our congrega on, our community,
and the world.
The presenta on outlined the
overall Site Plan. The overall Site
Plan included addi onal bathrooms,
a larger sanctuary, and addi onal
rooms for educa on eﬀorts like
Sunday School. The overall plan was
also broken into three diﬀerent
phases that could be implemented
in the order that the congrega on
feels best ﬁts our ministry needs.
The Site Plan shows the direc on

that our facility could be expanded
and how the facility’s spaces could
be used for various aspects of
ministry.
There are display boards of the Site
Plan in the gathering space and in
the fellowship hall. The Site
Commi ee encourages members to
use these boards to take a closer
look at the Site Plan.
John Maiwald, one of the commi ee
members, shared his thoughts a er
the presenta on. “It was
encouraging to see a large
a endance of Living Water
members at the presenta on. The
ques ons asked where wellar culated and though ul. I
encourage all members to feel free
to ask ques ons or give comments
to the commi ee members.”
One way that you are able to share
your thoughts and ques ons will be
through a ques onnaire that will be
in email announcements and on
paper in the gathering space at
church.
Another opportunity to ask
ques ons and share your feedback
will be an Open Forum that will be
held on Sunday, September 25.

VICAR IN A MISSION
In thanksgiving for God’s blessings to us
as a congrega on, there is an
opportunity to share with other
Chris ans. Our 25th anniversary thankoﬀering will go to the Vicar in a Mission
Se ng program.
Through the Vicar in a Mission Se ng
program, funded by the seminary and
the Board for Home Missions, students
serve in mission congrega ons or
established congrega ons with a
mission mindset. These opportuni es
increase students’ joy and deepen their
commitment to share Jesus with
everyone they meet. (from the
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary website)

One example is Noah Willitz who spent
his year as a vicar at Victory of the
Lamb, Katy, Texas. Willitz notes, “In all
our classes, professors o en say things
like, ‘In your ministry, you’ll ﬁnd people
who . . .’ or, ‘Someday, someone in your
church will . . .’ Serving in a
congrega on has allowed me to replace
hypothe cal situa ons with real names
and faces. I o en remember a speciﬁc
piece of advice oﬀered in the classroom
and apply it to an interac on with the
man standing in front of my desk or the
woman lying in the hospital bed.” (from
WELS website)

This freewill oﬀering will con nue for
the next several weeks and will
culminate at Reforma on me.

UPCOMING
EVENTS
September 11—Sunday
School Begins
September 15—Ladies Bible
Study Begins
September 18—Freewill
Oﬀering for Camp Phillip

September 19—No Evening
Worship
September 25—Open Forum
October 8—Cra Fair
October 22—Trunk or Treat

All praise to God who reigns above, the God of all creation,
the God of wonders, pow’r, and love, the God of our salvation!
With healing balm my soul he fills, the God who ev’ry sorrow stills:
To God all praise and glory!
—CW 603 st. 1

PRAYER
Gracious God, hear our prayer:
·

Of thanksgiving to you for the twenty-ﬁve years of grace you have
given Living Water and for your blessing upon our celebra on. Make us
a congrega on faithful to you and devoted to each other.

·

For those in our congrega on who are mourning the death of a loved
one, that you reveal your compassion to them and comfort them with
the sure hope of the resurrec on of the dead.

·

For your blessing upon our Chris an educa on at Living Water, that the
Holy Spirit especially bless our Sunday School teachers and those who
are receiving instruc on in your word.

Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

CONTACT US
Church Oﬃce:
262.895.3700

Pastor’s Cell Phone:
262.330.3399

SUNDAY
MORNING
BIBLE STUDY

Pastor:
pastor@
livingwaterlutheran.com

Sundays
following fellowship

Pastor Aaron Voss

Oﬃce:
church@
livingwaterlutheran.com

Church Council:
council@
livingwaterlutheran.com

6525 Milwaukee Avenue
Wind Lake, WI 53185
livingwaterlutheran.com

WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday - 9:00 am
Monday - 7:00 pm

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

LADIES BIBLE
STUDY

Beginning
September 11

Beginning
September 15

Sundays
following fellowship

Thursdays
7:00 pm

Held in the Fellowship
Hall
3 years old—6th grade
The Book of Revela on
This series will aid your
ability to interpret
Scripture and will increase
your conﬁdence that the
ascended Lord Jesus is
controlling all things un l
he comes back for you.

Held in-person
or via Zoom

All ladies are invited to
Register at
this Bible study that will
h ps://
reﬂect on Jesus’ “I Am”
forms.gle/4cdBFTjRupT
statements and the
ayTGcA
promises that are ours
through him.

